The Chaparral of California

In much of California, botanical activity begins with the winter rains. Hills turn green, trees and shrubs
put out new foliage, and a parade of wildflowers begins that extends into early summer. It begins along
the coast, extends into the foothills oféhmountains, and in a good year, out into the desert. After

that, the soil becomes bone dry. Plant growth comes to a halt exoé¢pé high mountains, where cold
temperatures and snow cover delay the beginning of the process and extend the paradees&fieell

into the summer.
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Near San Diego the coastal chaparral is reItiver lush, and h
Torrey PinePinus torreyana

adzOK 2 F /coabtdl ane hitlideveg@ation is classified as
ochaparralk and ischaracterized by evergreen shrubs and trees
with tough leathery leavesln the south, be shrubby cover
gradually becomes shorter and sparser toward the east, merging
into the Mohave desetrt It also les the foothills of the Sierra
Nevada, merging into the mountain forests above 5000 to 6000
feet. It is broken here and there by meadows and grasslantigh
tend tofill up with California poppieand other herbaceous
wildflowersin the spring.

A PR
Toward the southeast, rainfall decreas
and the chaparral becomes shorter.




Similar vegetation and similar transitions are found around the world in regions of mild, rainy winters
and hot, dry summers. In South Africa, the shrublands are adifebos and confined to the
southwestern Cape regioim Australia
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the southern part of Western Australia
and again around Adelaide. Similar
Mediterraneanscrubz 2 NJ a Y I |
occupies the coastal regions of southernj
Europeand north Africaand in Central ‘
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This is vegetation naturally prone to
burning much to the distress of the man
owners of expensive hillside homeghe
native gants, howeverareadapted to
fire and renewed by a periodic burn.
Burns also create open space for

wildflowers. Longterm prevention of fire Shrubs resprout from the base after a fire, and bare spots will fill with herbace
wildflowers in the spring.

in the chaparral, in fact, results in brushy buildup that
increases the risk of a more catastrophic fire.

Herbaceous annuals, biennials and perennials pop up
during the wet season, providing some of the most
diverse anccolorful displays to be found anywhere.
Here is aepresentative sample.

Eriastrum densiflorunform bright blue mats east of San Diego.

Along theBig Surcoast, mounds of yellow lupingLupinus
arboreus form spectacular displays in late spring.



