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EDUCATION:


University of South Florida Tampa (USF) (August, 2004 – present)

· Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Biology
University of Illinois Urbana/Champaign (UIUC) (August, 1999 – December, 2002)
· Bachelor of science in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution with distinction
Illinois Mathematics & Science Academy (IMSA) (September, 1996 - May, 1999)

· High school diploma

RESEARCH INTERESTS:
· The link between form and function: how anatomy influences feeding behavior 

· The evolution of the cephalic lobes in batoids, relating the changes in morphology to changes in feeding behavior.  
· Feeding anatomy of the whale shark, Rhincodon typus.
PREVIOUS RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:
Independent research project at UIUC, Cáceres lab (June, 2001 – December, 2002)   

· Colonization sequence of zooplankton in Sportsman’s lake, Kickapoo State Park, Vermillion County, IL.  

· Techniques in water sampling, sediment coring, freshwater zooplankton identification and data analysis.

IMSA Mentorship Program (November, 1997- May, 1999)

· Researched the effectiveness of the Court Appointed Special Advocates program in the DuPage, IL County Court system.

· Studied case files, analyzed trends, surveyed involved parties.

ACADEMIC AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS:
USF Provost’s Award for Outstanding Teaching by a Graduate Teaching Assistant (2010)

· University-wide recognition of teaching ability $1,000
USF Tharpe Fellowship (2009)

· University summer research funding for outstanding graduate students $5,250
USF Graduate & Professional Student Council Conference Presentation Grant (2008, 2009, 2010)
· Funding for travel expenses for conferences $350-$400
Certificate of Recognition: Provost’s Award for Outstanding Teaching by a Graduate 

Teaching Assistant (2008)
· University-wide nomination and recognition for teaching ability 

Charlotte Mangum Student Support Program (2008, 2009, 2010)

· Funding for lodging expenses from the Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology conference

USF Biology Departmental Funding (2008, 2009)

· Funding for presenting at a national scientific conference $200-$400
USF Biology Graduate Student Organization Travel Award (2005, 2006, 2007) 

· Travel funding to attend the Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology conference and the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists conference $100-$250
Departmental distinction upon graduation (2002)

· Recognition for senior thesis

Hughes Undergraduate Research Fellowship (2001 – 2002)

· Fellowship to conduct independent research project $1,000
GE STAR Scholarship (1999)

· Scholarship for outstanding environmental essay $500
Dean’s List – Spring 2001, Spring 2002, Fall 2002

Cumulative graduate GPA – 3.8 (out of 4)

Cumulative undergraduate GPA – 3.6 (out of 4)

PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS:
Mulvany, S.  Feeding behavior in stingrays and skates. Shark Talks at the Florida Aquarium.  August 7th, 2010.  

Mulvany, S. and P. Motta.  In prep.  Morphology of the cephalic lobes and anterior pectoral fins in batoids. 

Motta, P.J., Maslanka, M., Hueter, R.E., Davis, R.L., De la Parra, R., Mulvany, S.L., Habegger, M.L., Strother, J.A., Tyminski, J., Mara, K.R., and J. Gardiner. In review. Feeding anatomy, filtering rate, and diet of whale sharks Rhincodon typus off the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico. Journal of Zoology.
Mulvany, S. and P. Motta. Feeding kinematics of three batoid species: Atlantic stingray (Dasyatis sabina), yellow stingray (Urobatis jamaicensis) and clearnose skate (Raja eglanteria).  Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology, Seattle, WA (2010)
Mulvany, S. and P. Motta. Feeding kinematics of the Atlantic stingray (Dasyatis sabina) and yellow stingray (Urobatis jamaicensis). Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology, Boston, MA (2009)
Mulvany, S. and P. Motta.  Morphology of the cephalic lobes and anterior pectoral fins in batoids.  Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology, San Antonio, TX (2008)

Mulvany, S.   Morphology of the cephalic lobes and anterior pectoral fins in batoids. F.I.S.H. annual meeting, Tampa, FL (2007)
Motta, P., Davis, R., Hueter, R., Maslanka, M., and S. Mulvany. Whale Shark Filter Feeding: Morphology, Mechanism and Consumption.  American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists, St. Louis, MO (2007)
Mulvany, S.  Mechanotactile and electrosensory pore densities of the cephalic lobes of the cownose ray, Rhinoptera bonasus.  F.I.S.H. annual meeting, Boca Raton, FL  (2006)
Mulvany, S. Cephalic lobes in batoids. F.I.S.H. annual meeting, Melbourne, FL (2005)
Cáceres, C.E., S. Mulvany, K. Paczolt, and C. Steiner.  2005.  Cladoceran community assembly in a recently created lake.  Societas Internationalis Limnologiae XXIX 
Congress Lahti Finland, 8-14 August 2004. 29:2:1020-1024. 
Mulvany, S.  The colonization sequence of zooplankton in Sportsman’s Lake, Kickapoo State Park, Vermillion County, IL.  Howard Hughes Program spring poster session, Urbana/Champaign, IL (2002)
Mulvany, S.  The colonization sequence of zooplankton in Sportsman’s Lake, Kickapoo State Park, Vermillion County, IL.  Howard Hughes Program summer poster session, Urbana/Champaign, IL (2001)


SELECTED WORK EXPERIENCE:

Teaching Assistant 
USF, Comparative Anatomy Lab (January, 2006 - 2010)

· Instruction of labs covering taxonomy, anatomical terminology, external morphology, skeletal, musculature, digestive, respiratory, and circulatory anatomy of fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.  

USF, Human Anatomy and Physiology I Lab (August, 2005 - 2010)

· Instruction of labs covering anatomical terminology, bones, muscles, joints, tissues, nervous system, and techniques in dissection and microscopy.

USF, Diversity Lab (May, 2007)
· Instruction of labs covering biodiversity, taxonomy, and phylogenetics. Organisms studied include bacteria, protists, fungi, plants, sponges, polyps, worms, arthropods, mollusks, echinoderms, and chordates.

USF, Embryology Lab (May, 2006)

· Instruction of labs covering anatomical development in sea urchins, frogs, chickens, mice, and humans.

USF, Animal Physiology Lab (January, 2005)
· Instruction of labs covering membrane transport, nerve physiology and anatomy, skeletal, cardiac, and smooth muscle physiology and anatomy, respiration, homeostasis, metabolism, and circulation.  
USF, Cellular Processes Lab (August, 2004)

· Instruction of labs covering basic cellular biology including: quantitative lab techniques, microscope usage, cells, respiration, osmosis, photosynthesis, mitosis, enzyme analysis, DNA collection, and gel electrophoresis.  

Occasional Instructor

Lowry Park Zoo, Education Dept. (November, 2009 – present)

· Part time instructor for the education department at the Lowry Park Zoo, including animal training and handling, guided tours, and facilitating interactions between the public and specific zoo animals.
Laboratory Prep Staff
USF, Human Anatomy and Physiology I Lab (August, 2007 - 2010)

· Organization and preparation of labs covering anatomical terminology, bones, muscles, joints, tissues, nervous system, and techniques in dissection and microscopy.

USF, Comparative Anatomy Lab (January, 2007, 2008, 2010)

· Organization and preparation of labs covering taxonomy, anatomical terminology, external morphology, skeletal, musculature, digestive, respiratory, and circulatory anatomy of fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.  
Lab Technician/ Research Support Specialist
UIUC, Animal Biology Department, Cáceres lab (May, 2002 – August, 2004) 

· Microscope work, identification of zooplankton, fieldwork, data analysis, culturing of algal media and aquatic invertebrates, ordering equipment, and general lab maintenance.

INVITED TALKS:
· 2010: Guest lecturer for Human Anatomy and Physiology I: The axial skeleton.  

· 2010: Guest speaker at the Florida Aquarium Shark Talks Evening Event: Feeding behavior in stingrays and skates.  
· 2010: Guest lecturer for Human Anatomy and Physiology I: Introduction to the nervous system 

· 2010: Guest lecturer for Human Anatomy and Physiology I: Muscle anatomy and physiology

· 2010: Guest speaker for Lectures in Contemporary Biology: The Sting Operation: feeding kinematics in various batoid species

· 2009: Guest lecturer for Human Anatomy and Physiology I: Nutrition and metabolism 

· 2008: Guest lecturer for Human Anatomy and Physiology I: Integumentary System
· 2008: Guest lecturer for Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy: Muscle Tissue/Muscles
· 2006: Guest speaker for the Biology Graduate Student Organization brownbag seminar: Whale sharks of the Yucatan Peninsula
SELECTED ACADEMIC COURSEWORK:
· Graduate Program: Ecological and Functional Morphology, Ichthyology, Comparative Approaches in Evolution, Physiological Ecology, Seminar in Ecology, Behavioral Ecology, and Marine Conservation

· Undergraduate Program: Limnology, Primate Morphology and Behavior, Evolution of Adaptive Systems, Evolutionary Biology, Ecology, Environmental Biology, and Animal Behavior

RELEVANT SKILLS:
· Anatomical dissections

· Animal handling (arthropods, fish, amphibians, reptiles, owls, small to medium sized mammals)
· Fish collections (dipnets, drum lines, long lines, seining, trawls)

· High-speed videography

· SCUBA certified for open ocean diving (NAUI)

· Shark tagging (dart tags, rototags)

· Small to medium animal husbandry (freshwater and marine fishes, particularly batoids)

· Small boat handling 

COLLABORATIVE  NETWORKING :

· Discovery Cove (Sea World), Orlando, FL

· Florida Aquarium, Tampa, FL

· Florida Natural History Museum, Gainesville, FL 
· Georgia Aquarium, Atlanta, GA

· Mote Marine Aquarium, Sarasota, FL

· Scripps Research Institute, San Diego, CA
· Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:
· American Elasmobranch Society (2005-present)

· Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology (2005-present) 
· National Society of Collegiate Scholars (2001 – present) 
· Ecological Society of America (2001)
ELECTED POSITIONS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP:
· Honors thesis committee member for Denise Bortnak. Age determination of blacknose shark, Carcharhinus acronotus, and the spiny dogfish, Squalus acanthias, by dorsal spine and vertebrae methods (2009)

· USF Biology Instructor Search Committee Student Representative (2009)

· Honors thesis committee member for Christelle Abadia. Use of vitellogenin as a biomarker of ecoestrogen exposure in juvenile bull sharks (Carcharhinus leucas) from the wastewater-impacted Caloosahatchee River, FL, USA. (2008)

· USF Biology Graduate Student Organization Historian & Webmaster (2006-present)

· USF Biology Seminar Committee Student Representative (2006-2008)

· USF Biology Graduate Student Organization Vice President (2005-2006)

