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ABSTRACT: In Neolithic North China, various types of crops and domestic animals were the pre-

Longshan culture  stable isotope analysis  diet

historic people’s basic food source, but the specific diet in different regions is still little known. Analyses
of the floral samples and phytolith specimens obtained from the Rizhao Liangchengzhen site in Shandong
by means of floatation show that rice and millet were important food for the Longshan people of the site.

As for their meat source, we have few data as the animal bones on the site are in a poor condition. To
improve this imperfection, the present study applies the C-N stable isotope method to research into an-
cient people’s diet character and structure. This method is a recently ripened technigue, by means of
which the proportion of terrestrial and marine foods in prehistoric man’s diet can be effectively deter-
mined through analyzing the content of isotope in human bones, and the absorption of G and G can also
be measured. Based on the results of a preliminary analysis of the remains on Liangchengzhen pottery
vessels, this isoto;{)’e study provides supplementary qualitative data for investigating the relative impor-

tance of different.types of foods varied in the content of isotope in the then people’s diet.
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